The total size of library stocks in the U.S.S.R. is estimated at 500 million vol- The People's Commissariat of Education will issue compulsory regulations about the free supply of newly issued publications to national and other libraries and will specify to which libraries the free copies must be delivered.
Shortly afterwards an enactment of the Narkompros, 5 "On the Compulsory Registration of Publications," 6 dated August 3, 1920, was promulgated. Article 1 states:
Responsibility for carrying this enactment into effect rests with the State Publishing House, and a Central Book Chamber attached to the latter should be formed for its practical realization, the necessary cost 
AN ALL-UNION SYSTEM
The foundation for an all-union system was laid by the statement of the Board of Narkompros, August 14, 1924, entitled "Statute on the Russian Central Book
Chamber." It states:
The receipt of the deposit copies of all publications issued in the territory of the U.S.S.R. should be in accordance with the corresponding decrees of the government of the R.S.F.S.R. and also on the basis of contractual agreements between the Russian Central Book Chamber and the book chambers (or substitute institutions) of the union republics.
The system of exchange, of "special agree- In the remainder of this paper enactments both of the U.S.
S.R. and the R.S.F.S.R. will be discussed side by side. Legislation of other union republics will be omitted as contributing nothing essential to the discussion.
TYPES OF DEPOSITORY COPY
The extensive geographical distribution of the depository copies, supplying both The compulsory supply of the leading libraries with copies of books, pamphlets, magazines, bulletins, metropolitan newspapers, music publications, maps, and plans coming out in the territory of the U.S.S.R. is worked out along lines of a purchasable as well as a free depository copy. It was designed to strengthen bibliography and the libraries devoted to the collection of local and regional materials, and was established for the purpose of creating favorable conditions for scientific work in distant regions. It stated that all printing establishments in a given territory (kray), region are listed the institutions and organizations which are recipients of the "signal" copy.
Here are mentioned the Head of Glavlit R.S.F.S.R. (authorized to safeguard military secrets in the press), the Publishing Section of the Administration of Propaganda and Agitation, the People's Commissariat of the Interior, and the People's Commissariat of Defense. Presumably these copies are for review and censorship purposes, but whether all or only part of the printed production is included, and just when, before or after publication, the items are presented-these matters are not clear from even a close reading of the enactment. It is known that "secret" documents are not registered by the Book Chamber, or even sent to it, and it is possible that this type of document is covered by the provision for "signal copies." 
